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Tomato Pest Survey and Controi Studies in Ventura Couriy in 19%6.

Thess studles were wede in rTesponze to complainte that pest control dust
programeé o iomatoss vere iaflueing the natural past control belanca in citrus

plantinge.

Surveys were made pericdically throughout the sssson on nine farms (n Ventura

County.
in the following tsbdle:
P o

The locations, trestments and pest records taken in this survey are given
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L Fguttworm Demage end Rusost Mites (M8

June July August Sept . oct .
Fleld Trestmented/ T U R Y I [ Y
Tafoya Dust £/20+ 2 .3 3 0 0 1 -
Moorpark Check 1 -3 J).3K- In 2K+ 1Me SM» -
Tafoya Dust 6/2) 0 0 1.3 5 i - - -
£l Rio Spray 6/21 0 1 1 5 0 0 - -
Buchanan Dust 8/8 ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 0
Scmis Chech 2 0 1.% 0 0 oM- M- 0
Buchanas Dust ¢ )
L. A. Avee Chacl 0 4] 0
Frederick Dust 6/217 .5 0 0
Oovl Cefe Chack 1. ¢ 1 1 14 (Mo O¥te (%ds o
Fraderick Dust 6/30s 2 |
Coleoni g R4. Check Duet Drift
6/30+ Q Mo (M- s]

Davwie Dust « | 0 o}

Spray o 0 0 0

Check (¢} 0 1 l 1 0 0
Arncld Dust 6720+ ) o .5 1 0 1 0 0

Syray 6/20¢ ) 0 0 1 1 2 0 0
springville Sust 1/27 0 0 0

Soray I 0 0 0

Chaeck 0 0 .S .5 6M-- 1 1.9

1/ Al checkas 2rve | to 2 ecres Im gigse and trsonted ares 30 to 30 acres.

Tiestments

are commercial apylications, the dusts being DUT-sulfur eucept the Davis ranch which

" was DDY-perethion, aprays were DDT-parsthion or DBDT-sulfur cor toxaphens.

Exact

time and materisl used where treatment indicated by plus slagn Lo not yat avallabje.

3/ Per cent fruitworm datermined by examining- 100 to 200 fruit for esch record.
Tomato Ruseet mite (M) indicated 25 minug 2 light infestation and plus * beavy

 infestation.
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ln geners!, fruiltworm popuistions were too low to show dlfferences between
dust and spravy plots or between trested and untrested nlats. Tomato rusdet mites
developed tn 5 out of 7 of the ur"reated check arees and :.used wode-ate to
heavy foltlege injury in 3 of the 3 infested ficlde. 'Droscphila pupulations
devaloped (n mnst of these flelds duriry early Septesbar. Furthe: studies
w11l be necesssry beflore ¢ infte conclislons can be Qndo.
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Fruit Plies (Droscphilyg sv.) on Tomatocs

Studies were @ad~ on the hslt 'tz and cont ol of frult {:ise on tomatoes in
vantura, Orange and & versile counties during the fall of 136,

Oviposition studies wore made by sxposing fresh tomatoss (esch with three
'ne-inch cuts in them) in varicus locations in & field near Riverside. Egge latd
‘n the cuts were counted and the fruit repleced hourl These records indicated
cthe manimum egg depos’'tion occurred in the lste nftcrzoon and sarly svening.
Similarly cut fruit placed tn gtacked filald boxes of !r‘lhly picked frutt in
Ventura County ind{cated that 991 of the eggs vera dcpoclted in the two lowermost
tayers of boxes. ‘

Several of ths tomato cenneries zre spongoring grower applications of a
0.11 pyrethrins duet to bPoxea of fresh plcked frult in boxes stacked on trucks
or in the (ield (parcicularly to boxes of frult stacked tn the flield over night).
The growers sre ueing one pound of finished dust to four to silx tons of icmatces.
The covevrage appears (o be poor and epg counts indicate the control is none t2n
good, but rths growers end canners sovma to be satisfied.
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Soma of the canners practice good senitation and appear to have few flies

sl the camning plant wvhile othere have many flies under less sanitary conditions.

addicional surveyvs, life history studiss and incecticide trastments will be
nec essary before sound conclusions can be mede on this problem.





